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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 27, 1985 
Se.Lect- ~ 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's athletic training program is 
one of five Illinois nationally accredited curriculums cited by the state in a 
soon to be signed bill entitled 'The Athletic Trainers Practice Act'. 
Recently approved by the Illinois House and Senate, this bill "provides 
that our athletes and their parents, our school boards, school administrators and 
athletic coaches, and the general public have a way of knowing that only qualified 
persons are allowed to represent themselves as being Athletic Trainers," according 
to a release from the Illinois Athletic Trainers Association. 
EIU Physical Therapist and Certified Athletic Trainer Dennis Aten said, "This 
bill legally recognizes athletic training as a health care provider, and hopefully 
will lead to better care of athletes of all ages." 
Governor James Thompson has said he will sign the bill during the 2nd Prairie 
State Games which will be held July 17-21 in Champaign. 
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